
Hexavalent Chromium Timeline

1998
U.S. EPA publishes 

Cr6 IRIS assessment

2010
U.S. EPA releases 

draft Cr6 IRIS 
assessment of oral 
exposure for public 

comment

2011
U.S. EPA releases 

peer-review of Cr6 IRIS 
assessment

2012
ATSDR revises Cr6 

toxicological profile

2013-2014
U.S. EPA IRIS public 

meeting on Cr6
2019

Japan’s Food Safety 
Commission finds 

genotoxic mechanisms 
unlikely to cause tumors

2022
EPA releases draft Cr6  
IRIS assessment of oral 

and inhalation exposure 
for public comment

2015-2021
IRIS protocol, draft 
assessment, public 

meeting

2012
U.S. EPA resets  
IRIS schedule

2000
ATSDR issues Cr6 

toxicological profile
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R
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2000-2001
CA Congressional 

delegation requests NTP 
conduct Cr6 study

2013-2020
Additional Cr6 

research responding 
to regulatory 

questions

2010-2013
Experimentation for  

MOA Cr6 research

2010-2012
U.S. EPA develops method 
to detect Cr6 below 1 ppb 

in drinking water

2002
NTP performs Cr3 and Cr6 studies

2008
NTP issues report & 
publishes findings

2014
EPA authors PBPK 

manuscript

P
eer R

eview

2009
Researchers submit MOA Cr6 research study design to 

peer review panel

2009-2012
Additional independent peer review of MOA Cr6 research
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1946
U.S. Public Health Service 
set a chromium standard 

for drinking water; 
amended in 1956 and 1962

1975
U.S. EPA establishes 

initial total chromium 
drinking water 

standard at 50 ppb

1991
U.S. EPA establishes 

total chromium 
drinking water 

standard at 100 ppb

2010
U.S. EPA performs 6-year 
review of total chromium 

drinking water standard — 
no change pending  

IRIS assessment

2011-2014
CA sets Cr6 PHG of 0.02 
ppb and MCL of 10 ppb

2016
TCEQ develops RfD of 

0.0031 mg/kg-day 
(100 ppb)

2017
California court invalidates 

CA MCL

2013-2015
Utilities collect Cr6 

drinking water monitoring 
data (UCMR-3)

2018
Health Canada issues MAC 

Cr6 level of 50 ppb

202X 
U.S. EPA Office of Water 

develops Cr6 drinking 
water standard

2020
WHO retains current WHO 
guidelines value of 50 ppb 

for total chromium


